A NOTE ON POPULAR PSEUDO-PSYCHOLOGICAL 
BELIEFS 


Kornhauser and Jackson present data in a recent issue of this 
journal showing that actual business men do not use quack systems 
of judging character in their employment work. The results ob- 
tained by the use of their questionnaire are rather surprising in 
view of the apparently successful exploitation of “applied psy- 
chology” by various charlatans who invade our larger cities, ad- 
vertise extensively in the newspapers and on the bill boards, give 
free lectures in the best hotels ur theatres and then conduct large 
classes for four or six weeks at so much per head. Dr. Joseph 
Jastrow at Wiseonsin has made a special study of these quacks 
and the writer believes as the result of conversations with Dr. 
Jastrow plas his own observations in the quack-infected North- 
west that the merits of psychological research and applications 
are imperiled by this wide spread exploitation of pseudo- 
psychology 


Pseudo-phychologica! beliefs amounting in. some cases to super- 
stitions seem to be more common than miost of us realize. The 
writer in conducting a summer school course in Applied Psy- 
chology was amazed to discover the range of interests expressed 
by these adult summer school students, but even more so, by the 
beliefs shown in answer to a questionnsire. The range of inter- 
ests included a desire to study the problem of learning, memory, 
how to study, business psychology, salesmanship, influencing 
people, personnel 
normal psychology, 


The above table speaks for itself. If mature summer school 
students exhibit such a variety of beliefs what must the average 
business man believe? It goes without saying that such a course 
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SUMMARY OF RELIEFS eg? ed APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY 


Positive Positive Unknown or 


De you believe in: Belief Dishelief Uncertain 

1 2 11 7 
2. Chirepract ie 10 y 1 
3. Fortune Telling ......................... 2 18 0 
& 08 ¹˙ò 1 ....................x........... 4 5 10 
4 0 OO ey>—>>>EE————EEE 12 s 0 
G Momery U ........................ 12 7 1 
7. Mental Telepathy ...................... 12 . 0 
. 5 15 0 
. 1 18 1 
9 5 14 4 == 
2 .sccssssssscsssseoess- 11 3 0 . 
12. Psycho-therapy ......... — 9 1 10 
13. Absent Treatment 1 12 7 
14. Gifted Children are “Peculiar” 12 8 0 
15. Psychology Can Determine 

What Specific *-*' a Man Is 

Best Fitted foo 16 4 0 


needs devote some time and attention to evaluating the evidence 
for and against a large number of pseudo-psychological systems 
following this up with a presentation of what applied psychology 
ean do and can not do. Thus it turns out that phychological in- 
struction must serve as a sobering survey of the limitations of 
psychological applications. It may be that business men are free 


> from such false beliefs yet the undersigned classifies himself as a 
‘ . “doubting Thomas.” 

5 University of Minnesota DonaLp G. PATTERSON. 
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